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Wellfleet Board of Selectmen

Minutes of Meeting of April 18, 2007

Library Meeting Room

Present:
Dale Donovan, Chair; Michael May, Jacqueline Wildes-Beebe, Ira Wood

Absent:
Jerry Houk,

Also Present:
Tim Smith, Town Administrator

Chair Dale Donovan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

The purpose of the meeting, Donovan said, is to review the Warrant Articles for April 23, 2007 Town Meeting and to consider questions from the townspeople in attendance.  
Special Town Meeting Article 1 is a transfer of funds.  Tim Smith said there was an additional transfer of $53,000 from Free Cash to the Elementary School.  

Tim Smith informed the BOS that STM Article 4 has been taken care of by other means.

Donovan reviewed the ballot questions and proceeded to the Articles for Annual Town Meeting.  He explained budgeting for the fiscal year. Tim Smith answered a question on debt exclusion posed by Helen Wilson from the floor.  
Tim Smith said Article 6 on Flex Bus might be postponed until Fall Special Town Meeting.

A generator for the Senior Center is the subject of Article 7.  This would enable the COA to function as an additional emergency shelter.  There was discussion of capacity at the existing emergency facilities and wiring needs for a generator at the COA.  
Article 8 concerns required Medicare for retirees.  Ira Wood proposed a resolution grandfathering those already retired as of July 1, 2007. The proposal reads: “If Town Meeting accepts the provisions of Chapter 32B Section 18, the Board of Selectmen directs the staff in implementation of Section 18 to grandfather those retirees who have retired on or before July 1, 2007 who do not elect to change their current insurance coverage.  Retirement insurance counseling shall be offered by the Town to all employees and retirees who request it.”  Donovan said some retirees might opt to go onto Medicare anyway.  Donovan moved to adopt the declaration as written and present it on the floor of Town Meeting.  Beebe seconded.  Ray Squire expressed satisfaction with the resolution. The motion carried 4-0.  

Moving to Article 10, Fire Chief Dan Silverman explained design contracts with architects and the estimate for the fire station design given in the Article.  

John Riehl of the Massachusetts Estuary Project explained the request for money in Article 11 and answered a question on state funding they hope to see continued. 

Article 12 for a transfer to create an IT position for the Town was considered.  Ira Wood said he’d like to postpone this for a year and try to do better with computerization in FY08, staying within $80,000 limits.  This generated much discussion on contractual services vs. creating a new position, but the Article will remain on this Warrant.  
Article 14 for a rental registration bylaw has been on a previous Town Meeting Warrant, but this time there is a significant change with the exclusion of primary residences from the rental registration.  The bylaw is modeled on Truro’s, Donovan said.  The enforcing point is the issuance of beach stickers.  
Tim Smith explained the grant program involved in acceptance of Article 16.  The condition of Lieutenant’s Island Road was discussed.  

Articles 20-29 cover Charter Review changes that are being presented.  Article 22 was not recommended by the Board of Selectmen.  The suggested revision prohibits a Town employee from serving on the BOS.  There was a discussion of conflict of interest law, which Beebe said did not pose a problem since Selectmen and employees both work for the best interests of the Town. 
Article 23 changes Town Meeting rules from Robert’s Rules of Order to a special Town Meeting set of rules.

If Article 34 passes, Donovan said, the sanctuary and vestry of the former Catholic Church at 335 Main Street would be transferred for the purpose of a community/cultural center.  The Town would own the property and create an RFP for bids.  Discussion ensued on the Wellfleet Preservation Hall group who wants to make use of the property.  
Article 8 Vote
Ira moved to recommend Article 8. Beebe seconded, and the motion carried  4-0. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Rogers
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